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C.04 Cycle Parking

Key Principle

The inclusion of ‘Sheffield’ type cycle parking stands should be considered in all
highway traffic management and maintenance schemes.

Design Guidance

The introduction of good quality cycle parking is a key element in developing a
cycle friendly environment. Cycle parking should be provided at all major
destinations, including schools and other educational sites, hospitals, large
employment sites, public transport interchanges and leisure attractions.

Research has shown that it is closeness to the destination that influences a
cyclist’s choice of where to park, regardless of the journey purpose. Studies have
also identified that the use of the bicycle as a feeder to public transport can be a
valuable component of a strategy for encouraging more people to cycle. For the
long-term parking that this and employment trips generate, security is seen as
the major determining factor when choosing to cycle. This view is supported by
rail station (Centro) and workplace surveys (Manchester Airport) that reach the
same conclusion. Location and level of security may therefore be taken as the
two most important issues to be addressed when planning cycle parking facilities.

A comparison of cycle parking provision at railway stations in a number of
mainland European railway stations has enabled a summary of good practice to
be drawn up. This, coupled with guidance drawn from several sources has been
summarised in the table below. Most of the principles it contains can be applied
to virtually all types of cycle parking provision. They are set out in no particular
order of priority except for the first two: no matter how high the quality of the
facility provided, it must be easy to find and get to with the minimum of delay
and effort or it is unlikely to be used.

Convenient secure
cycle parking in town
centre, Oxford
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Cycle parking - Good practice

Visible
Parking facilities should be well signed, easy to find and benefit
from good natural surveillance. Good siting and high quality
facilities will help demonstrate the importance of cycling as a
transport mode.

Accessible
Parking should be located as close as possible to the final
destination (generally within 30m). It should be easy to get to,
involving no detours, and should be well laid out with no
difficult ramps or awkward stands to deal with.

Safe and
Secure

It should give cyclists the confidence that their bike will still be
there when they return. Adequate provision should be made
for the bicycle to be secured with its owner’s lock unless other
security arrangements make this unnecessary. The facility
should help users feel personally secure - those that make
users feel at risk will not be used.

Consistently
available

In places such as shopping areas, small clusters of stands at
frequent intervals are usually better than larger concentrations
at fewer sites.

Covered
The level of protection from the weather should be appropriate
for the length of stay. Poor protection at long-term parking
places will deter cycle use.

Easy to use

Parking facilities should be easy to use by all members of the
community, accept all types of bicycle, and adequately support
the frame. Cycle racks that require a bicycle to be lifted are
often ignored in favour of locations requiring less effort, such
as railings or street furniture. Bikes parked too close together
can cause cables and handlebars to snag. Where provided,
locking mechanisms should not be difficult to operate and
instructions should be easily understood.

Fit for
purpose

Racks and other support systems which only grip the front
wheel should not be used since they provide poor stability and
do not allow the frame to be secured. Also, if one bike falls it
can damage not only itself but those next to it. Cycle parking
should not be sited where it will get in the way of pedestrians,
especially those whose vision is impaired. Abandoned bicycles
should be promptly removed

Well
managed
and well
maintained

Charges (if any) should be set at a level that will encourage
use. Coin-operated locks should be properly maintained and
not attract thieves. The process of paying charges for renting
lockers etc. should be as simple as possible. Automated
systems or electronic smart card operation should not create
delays at peak periods.

Attractive
The design of cycle parking facilities should be sensitive to the
surrounding area. It should also be attractive in the sense that
users do not feel personally at risk because it has been placed
out of sight of passers by.


