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C.03 Signs

Key Principles

The use of “CYCLISTS DISMOUNT” and “END OF ROUTE” signs should always
be avoided unless there is a proven need.

The use of advance directions signs, particularly map-type where this will direct
cyclists through complex junctions, can help cyclists conserve energy lost when
stopping to read signs erected at junctions.

Existing posts should be used whenever practicable to minimise clutter. Posts
and sign faces should not reduce the effective width of a cycle track by being
placed in the path of pedestrians or cyclists. Where possible, sign posts and
lamp columns should be set back 500mm beyond the edge of a cycle track.
Where walls or fences prevent this they should be placed tight up against
them.

Where vandalism is a problem signs should be mounted high enough to
discourage graffiti and anti-rotational fixings used to prevent rotation.

Sign x-heights should reflect the positioning and likely speed of approaching
cyclists.

Design Guidance

Manual for Streets:

9.2.2 Designers should start from a position of having no signs, and introduce
them only where they serve a clear function:

‘Signs are used to control and guide traffic and to promote road safety.
They should only be used where they can usefully serve these
functions.’

‘Cyclists dismount’ and ‘End of Route’ signs

These two signs have been used indiscriminately and incorrectly by many local
authorities.

The ‘cyclists dismount’ sign (Diagram 966) is widely ignored by cyclists who
understandably wish to remain on their bikes. With careful design it should be
possible to design a cycle route that avoids the use of this sign and replaces it
with a give way option to join the carriageway or another route (see also B.09
Obstruction of cycle track accesses).

Draft DfT guidance (LTN 3.03) states that Diagram 965 “Indicates the end of a
cycle lane, track or route. Can be used with Diagrams 1057 and 1058. It should
not be used for short breaks in the route. The use of this sign is not mandatory
and it should be used sparingly”.


