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B.10 Wheeling Channels
Key Principle

Stepped footbridges encountered along cycle routes should be fitted with
suitable wheeling ramps.

Design Guidance

Wheeling ramps

Sometimes it is necessary for cyclists to use existing bridges or subways
equipped only with steps. Wheeling ramps may be added to one or both sides of
flights of steps using steel channel sections or by forming them in concrete.
These ramps should not be located where pedestrians, particularly young
children, the elderly and those whose mobility is impaired, would expect to put
their feet. If this is unavoidable, it may be best to install a ramp on one side
only.

Alternatively, it may be possible to overcome the problem by siting the channel
closer to the wall or employing an L-section next to the wall. This arrangement is
likely to be less attractive to cyclists as the bicycle will have to be held at an
angle and may be difficult to hold if heavily laden.
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Where steel sections are used it is essential to provide a non-slip surface in order
that the tyres of the bicycle may grip the ramp on the descent. Where the
wheeling ramp is formed in concrete it may be preferable to fill in the gap
between the channel and the edge of the step. The distance between the channel
of the cycle ramp and the wall/banisters should be a minimum of 0.2m to ensure
that the pedals do not clash with the wall/banisters. The width of the channel
should be 100mm wide and 50mm deep.
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