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B.08 Access and Speed Controls

Key Principle

There should be a presumption against the use of any access barriers on a
cycle track/shared-use path until/unless there is a proven need because of the
difficulties they can cause all users. Where it is necessary to reduce the speed
of cyclists, 2 rows of staggered bollards are preferred (see also A.14 Corner
Radii, B.04 Junction and Forward Visibility, B.05 Footway Crossings and B.07
Cycle Track Junctions).

Design Guidance

Introduction

Off-road cycle routes generally serve the needs of pedestrians, cyclists, and other
non-motorised users. (The latter term excludes cycles which comply with the
1983 Electrically Assisted Pedal Cycles regulations, and motorised wheelchairs
and mobility scooters.)

The absence of motor vehicles is a key factor in ensuring that these routes are
attractive for their intended users. However, they are sometimes subject to
unauthorised use by motorcyclists and car drivers. Where this is a problem,
access controls can be installed at the point of entry.

There may also be certain points along the route where the potential for conflict
between cyclists and other users is significant, such as at a blind corner on the
approach to a subway. This problem can be addressed by putting in controls
which limit the speed and/or direction of cyclists.

However, any proposal to install access controls or speed controls needs
to be carefully considered, and based on a proven rather than perceived
need, as any type of control measure can be very inconvenient for those whom
the route is meant to serve. In some cases, they can prevent access altogether
by certain legitimate users. Designers should be clear as to why they feel there is
a need to use such controls. They should only be introduced if the difficulties
they are meant to address can not be resolved by other means.

Where controls prove necessary, the arrangements should not force
cyclists to dismount, prevent laden bicycles from passing through, or
exclude tandems and child trailers etc.

Access controls

The delay and inconvenience caused by access controls means they are often the
biggest source of complaints about off-road cycle schemes in the UK (they are
rarely used in Continental Europe.)

A fundamental problem with access control is that whatever arrangement is used,
it will represent a compromise between keeping motor vehicles out and allowing
legitimate users in. The more effective it is in achieving the former, the harder it
is to satisfy the latter.


