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B.01 Connections and Links

Key Principle

Additional off-carriageway links can offer enhanced permeability, potentially
safer routes for cyclists and advantageous journey times compared to motor
traffic. These need to be designed, built and maintained so that they achieve
their intention of drawing cyclists away from less attractive routes on the
carriageway.

The measures available to create cycle links can range from a cycle gap in a
road closure to the construction of a new bridge. To be effective, cycle links
should be clearly signed, direct and relevant to cyclists’ needs.

Design Guidance

Cycle network links and connections

Cyclists with no option other than to use the carriageway often have to travel
further than is necessary and use roads that are not best suited to their needs.
This situation is often made worse by the use of techniques designed to increase
network capacity for motor traffic, such as the creation of one-way systems. The
creation of additional cycle-specific links in the network can be used to mitigate
the effects of using road systems designed for motor traffic and enhance the
permeability of the cycle network. Such links should be clearly signed, direct and
relevant to cyclist's needs. Those created away from the carriageway need to be
designed, built and maintained so that they achieve their intention of drawing
cyclists away from less attractive routes on the carriageway. The design of the
facilities should also take into account the need to ensure the personal safety of
its users.

Adding cycle links

Cycle links may be used to provide short cuts or to avoid unpleasant on-
carriageway conditions. Sometimes a completely new one is required but they
can often be created by adapting existing facilities. For example, roads closed to
general traffic can be opened to cyclists or pedestrian-only facilities can be
converted to joint pedestrian and cycle use. Care needs to be exercised when
doing the latter to ensure that improvements for cyclists take proper account of
the effect on pedestrians. Other measures available to create cycle links can
range from linking the ends of culs de sac to the construction of a new bridge.

Special attention should be paid to overcoming difficulties posed by such things
as connections between links and the wider highway network, blind corners, or
the need to cross pedestrian routes.
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Road closures provide local residents with a more pleasant environment and
hence an incentive to cycle. Where such closures are introduced, cyclists should
always be exempt from the traffic regulation orders and catered for by suitable
gaps in the closure (see A.05 Exemptions from TROs).

In urban areas, radial roads which have been closed to through-traffic can
provide cyclists with ideal strategic routes, often combining the benefits of a high
quality road surface with direct access, attractive surroundings, and very little
traffic. Closures can be created by, bollards, gates or where necessary rising
bollards. They may also be effected by appropriate signing. At signal controlled
junctions cycle gaps can also be included by closing one arm of the junction to
motor vehicles.
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