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A.10 Bus Lanes and Bus Stops

Key Principle

All bus lanes, including contraflow lanes, should be open to cyclists by default.
Cyclists should only be prohibited from using them if it can be proven that it
would be unsafe or not practicable to achieve this. New bus stops should be
audited to ensure that they do not compromise cyclists’ needs or safety.

Design Guidance

Background

Bus lanes are often located on key radial roads and provide cyclists with a direct
and barrier free route into town centres. They are generally popular with cyclists
and avoid the difficulties associated with parallel shared footways. Cyclists
particularly value the perceived safety and reduced journey times they afford.
Bus lanes are likely to form an important part of the overall cycle network and
should be publicised as such.

With-flow bus lanes are open to use by cyclists by default. If a highway authority
wishes to prohibit cyclists from using a with-flow bus lane, special authorisation is
required because the prescribed sign for bus lanes in TSRGD does not include a
variant which excludes the cycle symbol.

Contraflow bus lanes should also be open to cyclists by default. Cyclists should
only be prohibited from using them if it would be unsafe or impracticable to do
otherwise.

Bus and cyclist interaction

TRL Research indicates that bus lanes are very safe for cyclists. Of all the
collisions between buses and cyclists where cyclists are injured, less than 5%
occur in bus lanes. The greatest threat to cyclists using bus lanes comes from
cars, mostly at junctions. These account for around 85% of cyclist injuries in bus
lanes.

Major road bus lane
on A4, Reading
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