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A.03 Traffic calming

Key Principle

All traffic calming schemes should be subject to a cycle audit to ensure that
they meet cyclists’ needs and do not create additional hazards.

Design Guidance

Background

Where traffic speeds are low, cyclists can mix more safely and comfortably with
other vehicles without the need for cycle-specific measures. However, schemes
intended to bring about or maintain low traffic speeds, whether traffic calming of
existing roads or new build within proposed developments, must be carefully
designed and built to avoid creating difficulties or even hazards, for cyclists. The
use of a cycle audit will highlight any potential problems.

Manual for Streets:

7.4 Achieving appropriate traffic speeds

7.4.8 A speed limit is not an indication of the appropriate speed to drive at. It
is the responsibility of drivers to travel within the speed limit at a speed suited
to the conditions.

However, for new streets, or where existing streets are being modified and the
design speed is below the speed limit, it will be necessary to include measures
that reduce traffic speeds accordingly.

Likely problems

Three particular features have the potential to create difficulties for cyclists and
these are: road narrowings (central refuges/build-outs/chicanes); vertical
deflections (road humps/ speed cushions); and central hatching.

Road narrowings

Central refuges, build-outs and other forms of road narrowing are often used as
traffic calming measures by reducing the available width. However, this can often
lead to problems if the resulting gap is not wide enough for cyclists to be
overtaken safely.

Where speeds are 20 mph or less the gap should be in the range 2.6 – 2.75m but
only for short distances. If large vehicles are expected to be overtaking cyclists at
speeds of 30 mph then the gap should be increased to 4.5m (see also A.03 Clear
Space).

Whatever the size of the gap, a short length of cycle lane through the restriction
will help make drivers more aware of the limited space available to them.


